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Where Did All the Time Go? 
page 16 
• •• 'A>.*!I§Ilsltf:\., 
From the Editor 
Where the editorial usually is found there is in this issue 
an article by Owen H. Alderfer regarding the function of a 
General Conference and how this can be made more 
meaningful in the life of the church. We will regard this 
article as the editorial for this issue. 
There are times when Senator Mark O. Hatfield sounds 
more like an Old Testament prophet than a 20th Century 
politician. In an atmosphere where dissent is equated with 
disloyalty and where power is measured in terms of 
megatons we need to hear the prophetic voice. 
A reading of Frances Davidson's book South and South 
Central Africa will reveal that Brethren in Christ missions' 
beginnings in Africa had all the hardship, pathos, human 
interest, courage, and faith which are found in other more 
widely known mission endeavors. We have been given a 
glimpse into this in the "interview" on pages eight and 
nine. 
I found the article by John Graybill on funeral customs 
in Japan fascinating and inspiring. The Christian witness 
at this crucial test of faith was moving. You will not want 
to miss reading it. 
Special Note: By the time our readers receive this issue 
the editor and his wife plan to be in Africa visiting the 
church in Zambia and Rhodesia. We will return immediate-
ly following the African church's General Conference and 
observance of the 75th anniversary of Brethren in Christ 
missions in Africa. The editor's trip is at the request and 
with the support of the Publication Board who viewed the 
75th anniversary as a significant occasion warranting the 
editor's presence. 
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Uncritical Lovers Or Unloving Critics 
Evangelical Visitor 
Volume LXXXVI Number 15 
In his annual report, David Le Shana, president of 
George Fox College, quoted from an addresS given by 
John W. Gardner to Cornell University. Using a prophetic 
allegory, Gardner noted the observations of 23rd century 
scholars regarding 20th century education in America. His 
comments could very well apply to the organized church: 
"The 23rd century scholars made another exceptionally 
interesting observation. They pointed out that 20th cen-
tury institutions were caught in a savage cross-fire between 
uncritical lovers and unloving critics. On the one side, 
those who loved their institutions tended to smother them 
in an embrace of death, loving their rigidities more than 
their promise, shielding them from life-giving criticism. 
On the other side there arose a breed of critics without 
love, skilled in demolition but untutored in the arts by 
which human institutions are nurtured and strengthened 
and made to flourish. Between the two the institutions 
perished. 
"The 23rd century scholars understood that where 
human institutions were concerned, love without criticism 
brings stagnation, and criticism without love brings 
destruction. And they emphasized that the swifter the pace 
of change, the more lovingly men had to care for and 
criticize their institutions to keep them intact through the 
turbulent passages." 
. An editorial from Evangelical Friend — J. L. Willicuts, Editor. 
Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published 
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana. 
Editor: John E. Zercher 
Editorial Council: 
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. Morris 
Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Glen A. Pierce 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey 
Christian Education Ministries: John Arthur Brubaker 
Pulpit and Pew: David E. Climenhaga 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler, Louis 
O. Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert, Daniel R. 
Chamberlain 
Mailing Information: 
Manuscripts and editorial correspondence should be 
addressed to the Editor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, 
Indiana 46550. 
Subscriptions and change of address should be sent to 
Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind. 46550. Include both old 
and new addresses with requests for change of address. 
Renewals: 1 year, $4.50; 2 years, $8.50; 3 years, S 12.50; 
and 5 years, $20.00. New and gift subscriptions. S4.00 a 
year. 
Entered as second-class mail at Nappanee, Indiana 46550. 
EVANGEUCAL PffESS USOCUTKM 
Evangelical Visitor 
A Theology of General Conference 
Owen H. Alderfer 
Retiring General Conference Secretary 
THHE General Conference of the Brethren in Christ is the 
great gathering of the body where the members are 
together under the headship of Christ to discover His mind 
and to purpose together to do His work. Our fellowship, 
the Brethren in Christ, has settled upon this pattern from 
among possible alternatives because our fathers and we 
concur that this is the way to maintain the unity of the 
body in the promotion of God's work. And so, the 
individuals come together representing congregations to 
unite in the common purpose of the whole. 
Obviously the organizational structure adopted by the 
Brethren is not the only option available. The fact is the 
New Testament is not specific as to a single, best structure, 
and so within the larger Christian fellowship we can 
identify structures anywhere from a rigid congregational 
one to a totally hierarchical one. These find expression in 
anything from a rugged individualism to a thoroughgoing 
totalitarianism in which the individual is subservient to 
offices and structures. 
Building upon New Testament patterns the Brethren in 
Christ have sought to avoid two major dangers which 
confront the church in its organization: on the one hand, 
the threat of a self-defeating individualism which sunders 
the body with impunity; and on the other hand, a 
monolithic structuring which stifles individual expression 
under the control of the few. The mind of the Brethren is 
that every person is precious in God's sight and that each 
has gifts to contribute and ministries to perform in the life 
of the church. The body of Christ has no insignificant 
members and it is the concern of the church to bring forth 
the concerns of all and to make possible the contribution 
of each. 
All this involves a theology of General Conference. The 
body of Christ is not only the single individual members; it 
is not only the congregations — though a great deal may 
be said for the centrality of the congregation in the work of 
the Lord. The body of Christ is the totality of the 
fellowship gathered together, as much as possible, in the 
unity of Christian faith and the commonality of purpose 
(See Ephesians 4). 
Recently there has been a growing concern among the 
Brethren in Christ that General Conference shall attain its 
highest potential in service to the body. What does this 
involve? How is it to happen? Any organism can thrive and 
develop only as the parts interact and relate efficiently and 
effectively with one another. In a people-involving 
organism such as the church this happens as effective lines 
of communication are maintained between the Head and 
the body and among the members of the body. 
The church, Christ's body, is dynamic; as any organism, 
it experiences change — growth and decline. It is the 
responsibility of the members, under the headship of 
Christ, to identify areas of growth and to cultivate them. 
As well, they must identify areas of decline and prune 
them out. All this requires continuous communication and 
interaction within the body wherein each member is 
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strengthened by the increase of the others and weakened 
by their decline. Constructive and fruitful communication 
unto health and growth can come about only with 
conscious and prayerful effort by the members. This is a 
point at which General Conference may serve the body. 
Of course, General Conference is not a person; it is the 
gathering of persons as the body. Here communication 
must take place. Concerns must be shared, burdens opened 
up, directions articulated in love and tender caring. Here a 
great deal of listening must happen in genuine concern to 
sense the heartbeat of the brothers and sisters. 
To such, matters as these this article is written in the 
interest of gathering information for the purpose of 
ascertaining the immedate needs, concerns, and burdens of 
individuals and congregations. Whereas, there is a pattern 
outlined for bringing business to General Conference from 
the individual, through congregation and Regional 
Conference and on to General Conference, there is a host 
of interests and concerns that are not strictly business 
material; however, these are matters that represent the 
heartbeat of feeling within the fellowship — the individuals 
and the congregations. 
This is presented in solicitation of statements of such 
concerns and interests. The General Conference Program 
Committee is shaping the time of the coming General 
Conference to include periods for concern-sharing, interest 
presentation, and informal fellowship. If this is to be done 
meaningfully in a General Conference-sized convocation 
some previous input will be necessary to determine where 
individuals and congregations are just now in their 
thinking. 
As individuals and representatives of congregations 
please give serious consideration to this appeal and 
respond as directed below. 
YES, I WANT TO REGISTER MY INTEREST: 
A very live issue in our congregation now which should 
have opportunity for open discussion at the coming 1974 
General Conference is: 
Mail your response before August 31 to: 
Henry N. Miller, Secretary 
General Conference Program Committee 
Box 61 
Englewood, Ohio 45322 
Commencement address given at Messiah College, 
May 5, 1973, by the United States Senator from 
Oregon. 
Civil Religion 
Mark O. Hatfield 
•\X7HEN WE involve ourselves in discussions of 
" * Christianity and politics we find that often we focus 
on how being a Christian is likely to make one a good 
citizen. Now this makes the presumption that there is 
nearly a total affinity between the allegiance to Christ and 
loyalty to the State, particularly in a democracy. It is 
always tempting to conclude that faith in Christ means 
that one should basically obey and agree with those in 
political authority, and beyond that one need not involve 
his personal faith with politics. 
The more I observe contemporary America, and the 
more I read about the history of the church and the more I 
study the Scriptures, the more I sense how dangerous it is 
to merge our piety with patriotism. What I want to say is 
that the Christian, like every citizen, cannot avoid being 
political in some sense. What he must do is bring the 
political realm of his life under the authority of Jesus 
Christ. Our politics must never be ruled by thoughtless 
conformity to the culture in which we live. 
Now let me also make very clear that our culture is not 
Christian in the truest sense of the word, and therefore you 
cannot equate the two. As a culture we do not accept the 
ultimate authority of Jesus Christ over all people and 
nations and history. We do not all believe that our ultimate 
allegiance and trust must be placed in God's work of 
redemption and salvation. Yet our culture is "religious." 
"In God We Trust" is found on our coins. Nearly every 
President of the United States has made a reference to 
God or divine providence in his inaugural address, 
although none has ever referred to Jesus Christ. Most 
Americans, I believe, think that religion in some way is 
nearly essential to giving their nation strength and success. 
Americans today have greater faith in their civil religion, 
and this has been expressed well by President Eisenhower 
when he said, "Our government makes no sense unless it is 
founded in a deeply felt religious faith, and I don't care 
what it is." 
It includes a belief that God has blessed and has chosen 
America as he did Israel; that Washington was like Moses, 
leading the people out of bondage into a new land; and that 
the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence (and 
remember their authors were mostly deists) were written 
after inspired prayer meetings. Now, there can be certain 
kernels of truth in such civil religion, and I don't totally 
discount civil religion. I only want you to distinguish 
between civil religion and biblical religion. It is true that 
many of the first settlers came to America with a deep 
sense of religious mission and a vision of a new order for 
the glory of God, and all you have to do is read documents 
like the Mayflower Compact to see that there is in our 
history a certain spiritual heritage. 
But our civil religion totally distorts the relationship 
between the State and our faith. It tends to enshrine our 
law,and order and national righteousness, but it fails to 
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speak of repentance, salvation, and God's standard of 
justice. The promised land becomes a perfect land in civil 
religion and we are given a sense of righteous mission to 
the world. America's actions become spiritually ordained; 
even in war we are beyond reproach, fulfilling some divine 
destiny. An American civil religion wants us to believe 
there is honor in the peace we have achieved; that this past 
war can be vindicated, that what we have done was 
necessary and right, and that we can be proud of it. 
If we believe in the god of an American civil religion, 
our faith is in a small and very exclusive deity, a loyal 
spiritual advisor to American power and American 
prestige, an exclusive defender of the American nation and 
the object of a national folk religion that is devoid of moral 
content. Our faith must be in the biblical God of justice 
and righteousness who is revealed in the Scriptures and in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Then we shall cease using the 
trappings of religion to sanctify the status quo. We shall 
see that a relationship to God begins with repentance and 
that His will is discovered, not through nationalistic vain-
glory, but in acts of humble love and service of justice. 
Yes, much of the organized church of today, in my 
opinion, has allowed its thinking and its values to be 
conformed to the world. In subtle ways we allow our 
culture with its civil religion to determine our relationship 
to political power instead of the Scriptures and the 
revelation of Christ. The church today in many ways is the 
captive of our culture, and the religion of America is 
America. If we are to liberate the church and ourselves 
from the conformity to the world, then we must allow 
ourselves to hear the Word of God over the tumult of 
society. 
Exploiting or reducing religious faith to make it com-
patible with political ends is not a temptation unique to 
our country or to our time. This reoccurs throughout the 
Old Testament. Christ faced the temptation from both 
those who collaborated with the Roman State and those 
who wanted Him to lead a violent revolt against the 
Roman State. Most of the history of the church has 
been dominated by the political prostitution of its faith to 
serve the powers of emperors, kings and governments. 
We see even in the establishment of the king over Israel 
in the Old Testament when the people of Israel wanted a 
king like all other nations, they wanted to follow the 
conventional wisdom of the age and trust in the world's 
mechanisms to insure their security. Samuel warned of the 
dangers inherent in setting up such uncontrolled kingly 
powers. Listen to what Samuel said when he responded to 
the people's request: "The Lord answered Samuel, 'Hear 
what they have to say now, but give them a solemn 
warning and tell them what sort of king will govern them.' 
Samuel told the people who were asking him for a king all 
that the Lord had said to him. 'This will be the sort of king 
who will govern you. He will take your sons and make 
them serve in his chariots and with his cavalry and will 
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President Hostetter, Dr. Kenneth Hoover, and Senator Hatfield in 
conversation following the Commencement ceremonies. 
make them run before his chariot. Some he will appoint 
officers over units of thousands and units of fifty. Others 
will plow his fields and reap his harvests. Others again will 
make weapons for war and equipment for mounted troops. 
He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage to 
give to his eunuchs and lackeys. He will take a tenth of 
your flocks and you yourselves will become his slaves.' " 
I think this prophetic warning has continuing relevance. 
There are oppressive dangers present whenever a people 
want to turn to rulers to give them absolute power. Our 
trust so easily becomes misplaced. 
The Christian owes obedience as long as this does not 
involve disobedience to God. Whenever the State and God 
come into direct conflict the Christian must obey God. The 
Christian should pray for the State and the authorities, 
regardless of how good or how bad, just or unjust they may 
be. Finally, the Christian must witness to the State by his 
words and his acts. He must demonstrate that Christ is 
sovereign over all, that ultimately we are all bound to the 
law of love. The Bible gives us no basis for uncritically 
accepting the State, or for totally rejecting it either. 
Rather, the Bible tells us that at times Caesar and God 
may come into conflict and if they do, we must never 
render unto Caesar that which is rightfully God's. 
The first Christians in the early church, the primitive 
church, gave their primary allegiance to Christ and His 
kingdom, not to the empire of Rome. Early Christians 
refused to give oaths of allegiance to the emperor and the 
empire. Early Christians did not join the Roman army. 
They did not participate in the Roman court system which 
they thought to be unjust. And you know what happened 
to them. Maximilian, a young Christian in the third-
century, is one of those several recorded in history. 
Maximilian appeared before an African pro-consul named 
Dion for induction into the army. Maximilian refused 
induction simply stating, "I cannot serve for I am a 
Christian." Dion replied, "Get into the service or it will 
cost you your life." Maximilian's last remark was, "I do 
this age no war service, but I do war service for my God." 
He was executed March the 12th, 295 A.D., and his father, 
also a Christian, returned home in pride of his son's 
unbending loyalty to God. 
Historians report that there were many cases like this 
which may have led to the massive persecution of 
Christians in A.D. 303. Tertullian, a third-century Chris-
tian father, asked, "If we are to'love your enemies,'whom 
have we to hate? Who then can suffer injury at our hand?" 
The Roman official Celsus continually insisted that 
Christians fulfill their duty to the king. He stated that if 
everybody followed the ethic of nonresistance, the empire 
would be ruined. Origen, a learned father of the early 
church, rebutted the position of Celsus, and said this: "We 
have come in accordance with the council of Jesus to cut 
down our arrogant swords of arguments into plowshares, 
and we convert into sickles the spears we formerly used in 
fighting, for we no longer take swords against a nation nor 
do we learn any more to make war, having become sons of 
peace for the sake of Jesus who is our Lord." 
At first the State persecuted the Christians. Then we had 
that very interesting political happening. Now some 
historians have wondered about the conversion of 
Constantine. I am not here to judge any man's conversion, 
but as a part of the conversion of Constantine he made 
peace with the Christians and he got them on his side. He 
offered the church, the primitive church in the fourth 
century, a, kind of a deal, and we have been suffering from 
this deal ever since. The clergy were exempt from taxes 
and any requirements to serve in the military, the church 
was allowed to set up a separate court system of its own, 
and the church authorities were given the right to hold 
property. Thus, the church and its leaders received these 
benefits in return for the church's allegiance to the 
Christianized State of Rome. The church began to be put 
into the service of the State. From that time on the church 
was used to support the Roman empire and whole Roman 
legions were baptized en masse and sent into battles for the 
sake of the Holy Roman Empire. The State used the 
church to justify its own existence and power. That's the 
legacy of Constantine. 
For fifteen hundred years of history since then it has 
been very difficult for the church to resist the temptation of 
baptizing the secular State or using the church and re-
ligion to serve the ends of the State. Today we still struggle 
with this legacy and face this continuing temptation. 
Our witness is to the world. We must witness to the 
values of our culture. "Do not be conformed to this 
world," Romans tells us; as the Phillips translation puts it 
so succinctly, "Don't let the world around you squeeze you 
into its mold, but let God remold your minds from within, 
so that you may prove in practice that the plan of God for 
you is good, meets all His demands, and moves toward the 
goal of true maturity." We must examine prayerfully what 
it means to not be "conformed" to the culture of 20th 
century America. A church that is the captive of the 
culture, or a message that merely echoes the values of a 
society cannot be truly evangelistic or truly biblical. We 
cannot be the "salt of the earth" or the light of the world 
unless our ultimate obedience is to Jesus Christ rather than 
to the culture of the world and the State. Too often we 
have let the values of our society, which dictate so much of 
our lives, go unquestioned. We hesitate to confront or 
judge the problems of materialism, militarism, racism, and 
in so doing we run the danger of equating the American 
way with the Christian way of life, which is direct 
disobedience to the command, "Be not conformed to this 
world." But we must not make the mistake of equating the 
Gospel with a purely social message. God's Kingdom is 
never limited or defined by a purely political program. The 
coming of His Kingdom requires that the hearts and lives 
to page eleven 
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Infection 
C. R. Heisey 
A RATHER picturesque description 
of the state of society in our world 
was given by Shana Alexander in her 
column in Newsweek. It was of the 
tragic killings at the Olympic Games 
that she was writing. She said: 
"There had always been something 
unreal about the Olympic world: so 
much purity, strength and grace; so 
many fine young men and women 
stretching their incomparably tuned 
bodies in noble sport; the preposterous 
'village' hermetically sealed off from 
the contagion of humanity, until the 
terrorists ripped open the tent and 
contaminated that artificially pure and 
sterile world with the microbes of 
human desperation." 
Dr. Barclay, in his book entitled 
Daily Celebration, seems to be tuned 
to the same wave length. He says: "Do 
we take as much pains to guard our 
children from moral and spiritual in-
fection as we do from physical infec-
tion? Do we try to be as sure that they 
are kept safe from so much that 
threatens their minds as we do in 
relation to danger to their bodies? For 
there has never been an age when 
children are so exposed to spiritual 
infection. 
"We have for example, what seems 
to be a cult of violence in the entertain-
ment world. That cult has invaded 
even the games the children play and 
the language they use. 
"One of the strongest features of 
our mid-twentieth-century society is 
the amount of advertising directed to 
creating the worst possible habits. 
Modern advertising does not only aim 
to satisfy an existing need: it aims to 
create a need to be satisfied. And 
sometimes the needs so created are 
anything but desirable. 
"Life is full of infection. It is im-
possible for young people to escape 
contact with this infection, but it is 
neither possible nor desirable to 
isolate the young person from life. 
"Parents have a great responsibility 
in these difficult days on this matter of 
spiritual infection." 
Paul does not use the same words 
but if we tune his harp to the strains of 
our times we find he is singing the 
same song. Then Romans 5:12 would 
read this way: "wherefore, as by one 
man infection entered the world and 
death by contamination; and so death 
The writer, a former pastor and a Bible teacher, 
is a member of the Upland Congregation. 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
been infected, or contaminated." 
However that is not the last word. 
Paul, speaking in the same strain says: 
"For if through the infection of one 
many be dead, much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by 
one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded 
unto many . . . For as by one man's 
infection many were contaminated, so 
by the obedience of one shall many be 
healed of this infection." 
The prophet Isaiah says it is "by his 
stripes we are healed." 
If Peter were tuned to this wave 
length, 1 Peter 2:23 would read: "In 
His own body He carried our infection 
to the cross, for He wanted us to be 
cured of infection and live in health. 
His wounds healed ours." Is not the 
key to Peter's first epistle verse 16 of 
chapter 1, "Be ye holy for I am holy"? 
What is holiness but spiritual health 
— c l e a n s e d from i n f e c t i o n ? 
wholeness? 
Jesus said to one, "Wilt thou be 
made whole?" Later finding this man 
in the temple he said to him, "Behold, 
thou art made whole: (keep away from 
infection) lest a worse thing come 
upon thee" (John 5:6, 14). 
Isaiah describes a society suffering 
from infection (1:5, 6) ". . . the whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; but 
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores: they have not been closed, 
neither bound up, neither mollified 
with ointment." Society is made up of 
"people laden with iniquity" (v. 4). 
Let us join in thanks to God that 
there is "a balm in Gilead for every 
(contaminated) soul." 
Yes, "Life is full of infection. It is 
impossible to escape from contact 
with this infection"; but Paul assures 
us that we need not fall victim to this 
plague. He says," . . . (infection) shall 
not have dominion over y o u " 
(Romans 6:14). 
"Thanks be unto God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ!" (1 Corinthians 15:57). 
Adopting a Church "Child" 
Harry E. Martens 
I had just finished presenting the 
need for estate planning and proper 
will making to the congregation. As 
usual at such meetings, people came 
up to me after the formal session to 
ask questions, seek additional 
counsel or ask for a private inter-
view. 
An older couple approached. 
Their opening question was, "We 
now are convinced that our old wills 
need to be reviewed and revised. Will 
you give us some guidance?" 
Before I had time to respond, they 
asked their second question, "How 
much would you recommend that we 
designate for church causes, for the 
Lord's work?" 
Because this was our first acquain-
tance, I needed to ask how many 
children they had and to get some 
idea of their assets. Their holdings 
were about average by North 
American standards. They had five 
children, all reasonably well-
established on their own. 
I then presented a number of 
possible church causes for their con-
sideration. I also suggested they 
think in terms of percentages rather 
than dollar amounts or about specific 
pieces of property. "This is an oppor-
tunity," I repeated, "to give evidence 
The writer is the estate planning consultant for 
the Mennonite Foundation. 
of our gratitude to God for all the 
comforts we have enjoyed and, above 
all, for Jesus Christ who has meant 
much in our lives through His church 
and its program." 
In an effort to be more specific, I 
suggested that 10 percent should be 
the minimum to give to church 
causes by way of the will. This would 
be in keeping with the giving-while-
living principle or the tithe. 
"Another alternative, when there 
are a number of children and the 
holdings are modest, as in your case, 
would be to adopt a church cause as 
an additional 'child,' ' I further 
suggested. "As I mentioned during 
the meeting, this could include 
causes such as missions, relief, 
educational institutions, hospitals, 
homes for the aging and so on." 
Although I always hope that a few 
in the audience will take up the idea 
of adopting a church 'child,' I was 
not prepared for this couple's reac-
tion. 
"Actually," said the husband, "we 
want to adopt three church 'children' 
to share equally with our own five 
children." 
These people, I feel, are living by 
this paraphrase of Luke 12:20-21: 
"As you lay up treasures for 




New Editors for Gospel Herald 
and Christian Living 
Ben Cutrell, publisher, has announced 
the appointment of Daniel Hertzler as 
editor of the Gospel Herald to succeed 
John Drescher who resigned to return to 
the pastorate. Hertzler has been associated 
with the Mennonite Publishing House 
since 1952. His most recent responsibility 
has been as editor of Christian Living. 
He will be succeeded as editor of Chris-
tian Living by J. Lome Peachey. 
Bible Translations On Tape 
Marks Progress 
Eight months after organization, Bible 
Translations on Tape has 500 cassette tape 
players and two rapid cassette duplicators 
on the field for the use of pioneer Bible 
translators in six countries. 
Director Paul Smith estimates that in 
many tribes that have recently received 
translations of the New Testament, more 
than 90 percent of the people remain 
illiterate. Each player donated by BTT will 
enable as many as 1,000 illiterate 
tribespeople to listen to portions of the 
Bible in their own language. 
Report Church Growth in So. Sudan 
Visiting missionaries at their former 
Sudan Interior Mission station at Chali, 
South Sudan, report that the church there 
has more than tripled in the years since the 
government expelled all missionaries from 
the area in 1964. 
The number of baptized believers has 
increased from 310 to 1,127. Eight new 
centers have been opened, led by young 
men who had been school-boys when the 
missionaries left. 
Great rejoicing characterized the 
meeting of Christians. "We embraced, we 
snapped fingers, we cried, laughed, and 
rejoiced together as they told us of God's 
care for them in famine and danger," the 
missionaries reported. "They showed us 
twins they had saved alive, told us of those 
who had died in Jesus, and how God had 
met them in times of anxiety and persecu-
tion. They had the New Testament in 
Uduk, and the Word had kept them true." 
Tennessee Senate Limits 
Evolution Teaching 
State senators of Tennessee voted 
without debate to place restrictions on the 
teaching of the theory of evolution in the 
state's public schools and colleges. 
The move was reminiscent of the 
Tennessee Legislature's vote 50 years 
earlier prohibiting the teaching of any 
theory of man's origin contrary to the 
Creationist teaching of Genesis. That law 
led to the famed "Monkey Trial" at 
Dayton in 1925 when the late John T. 
Scopes, a high school science teacher, was 
convicted of breaking the new law and 
was fined. 
Evangelical Visitor 
In 1967 the so-called Monkey Law was 
repealed under threat of a new court test. 
The proposed new law, like those 
enacted this winter in California, Wiscon-
sin and other states, would require that 
textbooks dealing with man's origin pre-
sent evolution only as a theory and give 
"commensurate attention to, and an equal 
amount of emphasis on, the origins and 
creation of man" from other sources, 
including the Bible. The House is expected 
to pass the bill. 
"Agape Movement" of Campus Crusade 
Gathering Steam for Global Reach 
Campus Crusade for Christ Inter-
national has launched the "Agape 
Movement" to mobilize 100,000 people for 
evangelistic outreach in communities 
around the world. 
The movement is being staffed by men 
and women equipped with vocational ex-
perience as well as the training, ability and 
desire to share their faith in Jesus Christ 
with others. 
"Over half the world's population lives 
in villages," said Bill Bright, president of 
the sponsoring agency. "To share tlje love 
of Christ with them we must go to these 
villages and assist in meeting both their 
spiritual and social needs." 
CHA Heritage Tour 
The Christian Holiness Association will 
conduct its second annual Heritage Tour 
to England, January 7-17, 1974. This tour 
offers an on-sight study of the history of 
John and Charles Wesley, William Booth, 
and George Fox, and the movements they 
initiated: Wesleyanism, The Salvation Ar-
my, and Quakerism. Outstanding English 
lecturers will contribute greatly to the 
value of this tour. The all-inclusive cost 
from New York will be $449. 
Swaziland Plans Complete 
Dr. Paul E. Freed, President of Trans 
World Radio, has announced that plans 
are finalized for the installation of a 
powerful missionary radio station in the 
country of Swaziland in the southern part 
of Africa. 
Trans World Radio plans to install a 
medium wave (AM) transmitter, either 
250,000 or 400,000 watts in power. In 
addition, there will be four short wave 
transmitters with a power of 30,000 watts 
each. 
Trans World Radio Swaziland will 
broadcast the gospel in the key languages 
of southern Africa. 
Mennonite World Conference 
Minutes Available 
Jesus Christ Reconciles, the proceedings 
of the N i n t h M e n n o n i t e W o r l d 
Conference, has been published. 
The 320-page volume contains the more 
than 100 addresses and reports presented 
at the conference, held in July 1972 in 
Curitiba, Brazil. 
The Curitiba conference was the first 
outside Europe or North America, 
although regional "world conference" 
gatherings have been held in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America in the last five years. 
The book is available for $6 from Men-
nonite World Conference, 3003 Benham 
Ave., Elkhart, Indiana 46514. 
U.S. Supreme Court Ruling Rejects 
Tax Credits, Tuition Aid, 
Services Payment 
The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that 
financial aid, including income tax credits, 
tuition reimbursements, and mandated 
services, to church-related schools is un-
constitutional. 
In four decisions handed down June 25 
(the last day of its 1972-73 term), the 
Court also decreed that state purchased 
textbooks loaned to racially segregated 
private academies is likewise un-
constitutional. 
3,500 Expected at International 
Congress on Evangelization 
Seeking to build upon the 1966 Berlin 
congress on evangelism attended by some 
1,200 Christian leaders, a convening com-
mittee of 165 evangelical leaders from 
around the world expects three times the 
Berlin count at the July 16-25 Inter-
national Congress on World Evangeliza-
tion at Lausanne, Switzerland next year. 
Participants will be widely represen-
tative of all the functional interests in-
volved in world evangelization, according 
to Bishop A. Jack Dain, executive chair-
man of the congress. 
Those engaged in theological training, 
missionary outreach, pastoral concern, 
and direct evangelism will be among the 
people invited, Bishop Dain said in an 
interview here. There will be significant 
numbers of women and a "very strong 
emphasis upon youth," he said. 
McKenna Calls Gambling 
Public's Moral Parasite 
Gambling is a sin that is perverted and 
parasitic, according to the president of 
Seattle Pacific College writing the 
Christianity Today. 
Dr. David L. McKenna, chairman of the 
Governor's Ad Hoc Committee on 
Gambling, outlined his endeavors prior to 
the State Legislature's final "midnight" 
passage on HB 711. 
"When a senator announced that the 
gambling bill in our state would be passed 
at midnight on the day of the closing 
legislative session," McKenna wrote, "an 
informed newsman told me, 'He means 
that the vote on the gambling bill will be 
determined by a pay-off at midnight.' " 
The college president called gambling "a 
corrupting yeast that contaminates the loaf 
from core to crust" and said Christians, 
acting out of "alarm and revulsion" should 
call for rigid licensing and gambling con-
trols. 
When the public chooses to gamble "it 
also chooses crime, corruption and 
cheating," McKenna wrote. He charged 
that bingo-sponsoring churches must face 
whether they are "polluting the moral 
climate as well as subverting their prin-
ciples of stewardship." 
McKenna said vested interest groups, 
money and votes caused him to lose his 
timidity about speaking on his convictions 
as a citizen and as a Christian. 
This "interview" grew lengthy beyond my planning, yet it says 
nothing about the coming of the first greatly-needed reinforcements, 
the opening of subsequent stations, the dark days in early 1900 when 
Sister Cress and Elder Engle succumbed to malaria fever, of the 
settled purpose of the remaining missionaries to carry on, etc. 
I feel frustration! The impact on me was so much greater than that of 
this effort on paper. Let no one minimize the pioneer work of those 
days! 
Perhaps people should be challenged to read Miss Davidson's book 
more carefully. Of course, times and conditions have changed, but I 
never saw before so clearly the hand of God in the beginnings of the 






Based on her book "South and Sou 
Mary C. Kre 
Miss Davidson, you were one of the original four 
missionaries of the Brethren in Christ Church who founded 
Matopo Mission in 1898. How did you come to know God's 
will for you to enter "foreign missions" without having had 
missionary contacts and reports such as we have today? 
The earnest concern of a few individuals prompted our 
General Conference to appoint a Foreign Mission Board, 
and there was some money in the Treasurer's hands. At 
that time I was in my seventh year of teaching at 
McPherson College (Kansas), and greatly enjoying the 
work. 
On January 15, 1897, an urgent appeal for workers 
appeared in the Evangelical Visitor. "An appeal" was read 
like the other material and I thought nothing further of it. 
But the next day the Lord came to me in the midst of class 
work and plans for the future, and seemed to sweep away 
my books, reserving only the Bible. He showed me Christ 
lifted up for a lost world. He filled me with an unutterable 
love for every soul who had not heard of Him, and with a 
passionate longing to go to the far parts of the earth and 
spend the rest of my life in telling the story of the cross. 
Your father was chairman of the Foreign Mission Board. 
How did he react to your application? 
1 had written a private letter to him. Unprepared for the 
news, he summed up his emotions with the questions: 
"How can I say yes? And how dare I say no?" 
To my surprise and disappointment there were still no 
other applicants, and he advised me to wait a year or two 
until others were ready to go. Not long afterward word 
came that Elder Jesse Engle and his wife were "seriously 
considering." 
How did you feel led to Africa? 
The location was immaterial to me, but Brother Engle 
felt led to Africa, the country of his youthful call (he was 
now 59). I soon realized that Africa was surely in need of 
the Light of Life. And so our party of five sailed for Africa 
on November 24, 1897, and entered Table Bay December 
26. 
How did you come to focus on Rhodesia? 
One member of the group felt called to the interior, and 
various providences led us to believe that we should head 
for Bulawayo. However, we were advised to stay in Cape 
Town until Rhodesia's rainy season was ended. Like 
California, Cape Town and vicinity have rains chiefly in 
the winter, and a healthful climate the year round. But in 
many other parts of Africa, including Rhodesia, the rains 
fall in the summer, encouraging the growth of the deadly 
malaria mosquito. It was this disease that we were warned 
to avoid — the disease which later was to take its toll in the 
deaths of a number of our missionaries. 
In the meantime, with much prayer and upon the advice 
of various Christian friends in Cape Town, Bishop Engle 
went to see Cecil Rhodes about acquiring a tract of land 
for a mission site. Our request was favorably considered, 
especially the suggestion of going to the Matopo Hills — 
the retreat for many of the rebels in the 1896 uprising 
against the colonial government. He at once gave Brother 
Engle a letter to the British Charter Company of 
Rhodesia, recommending that we be given 3,000 acres of 
land in the Matopo Hills, adding that "missionaries are 
better than policemen." 
When and how did you set out for the Matopo Hill 
location? 
One of our party decided to remain in South Africa. The 
rest of us spent four days and nights riding the newly-
completed railroad to Bulawayo, arriving May 2. Then we 
were faced with the problem of getting ourselves and our 
goods from Bulawayo out to the mission location. Then 
Mr. Anderson of the Seventh Day Adventist Mission 
offered to come that long way with his 16-donkey wagon 
and move us for half the sum required by a regular 
transport driver. You can't imagine what these various 
expressions of kindness along the way, coming so unex-
pectedly from entire strangers, meant to that little band of 
missionaries. Even as I write these things, after 16 years, 
tears of joy and gratitude come unbidden. We had been 
ignorant of our destination when we left America and even 
more ignorant of the cost of living in the interior of Africa. 
By the time supplies had been purchased, the money on 
hand was about exhausted. We knew that the church at 
home had very little experience in foreign missions. 
Thanks, however, to our Heavenly Father and to the 
wisdom, ability and promptness displayed by the old 
fathers who formed the Mission Board, and to the church, 
means were forthcoming as soon as conditions were 
understood at home. 
And so we arrived in our assigned beautiful rolling 
valley amid the acres of rocks on the morning of July 7, 
after a journey of three nights and two days in that heavily-
loaded cart. Of course, we sometimes walked to relieve the 
load on the donkeys. 
What was your first contact with the African people in 
the area? 
While still several miles from our destination, the area 
Chief and others had come to welcome us in a friendly 
manner. As we could not speak the language, Mr. 
Anderson explained to the chief who we were and our 
object in coming. When we arrived at the mission site the 
following day, Chief Hluganisa came again, bringing with 




1 Central Africa" (1915) 
der Rev. Jesse Engle and donkey cart at Matopo Mission. This is the only known photograph of Brother Engle. 
of statements, emphasizing that we were not like other 
white people but had come to teach them and their 
children and to do them good. "Now," he said, "do what 
you can for them and help them." "Yes, my lord," they 
answered in unison when he paused after each statement. 
People in Bulawayo had warned you against going into 
the Matopo Hills, with the innumerable hiding places for 
rebels among its caves, boulders and brush. It was just a 
little over a year after the close of the rebellion, and the 
causes and events were still fresh in the minds of those 
among whom you were going to live. Did you experience 
fear as you lived among them? 
Not at all, though as we lived among them we learned at 
first hand the causes for the discontent which caused the 
uprising. 
The four of you lived in a tent for a while. But you began 
to build immediately to prepare for the rainy season. What 
did you build? 
Three round pole and mud huts with thatched roofs, and 
one rectangular one. They were built much like the better 
ones of native construction, except that Brother Engle had 
examined huts built by Europeans, so he would be able to 
build as durably as possible. As he was the only man 
missionary, and already 60, we women assisted, using 
hammer, saw, and trowel. We brought stones for chimneys 
and assisted in thatching. We did not at that time know 
how to hire and utilize African laborers, though we did 
have some who were a great help to us, especially Mapita, 
our gigantic, friendly and nearest neighbor. Each hut we 
built was about the size of an average-sized room. 
Please tell us about the people, and how they impressed 
you at that time. 
Both the Matabele, and the races the Matabele con-
quered when they came up from the South (about 1836, 
fleeing the tyrannical and inhumanely cruel Zulu King 
Tshaka), live in the Matopo Hills. They are generally 
large, well-formed, and intelligent. There was a great deal 
of destitution all about us, for their crops and herds had 
not yet recovered from their abandonment or slaughter 
during the rebellion. They would come to see us in large 
numbers, crowding around the door of our tent. Many of 
You will want to read the comparison between Cecil 
Rhodes and David Livingstone, the July/August issue 
of therefore. Receive a sample copy by writing to: 
therefore 
box 149 
elizabethtown, pa. 17022 
them, especially the women and children, had never seen a 
white person before, and most of them knew absolutely 
nothing of the Gospel. 
The task you faced in learning the language without a 
teacher, interpreter, or even a good grammar or dictionary 
was stupendous. This interview arouses my wonder and 
admiration as never before, as I think of the tremendous 
odds you faced in every direction. 
Yes, learning the language was a tedious matter; many 
blunders and misunderstandings occurred. But we were 
also learning to know the African himself, his surround-
ings and modes of thought. By the time one is able to 
converse with the native of a country, one also knows 
better what to say to him. 
How soon did you start public worship on the Lord's 
Day? 
Though at first we couldn't speak the language, we could 
read it after a fashion, since it is phonetically written. So 
from the first Sunday there, we tried to instill in the minds 
of the Africans that one day out of seven was a day of rest 
and worship. The people were invited to gather under the 
friendly shade of a tree, and a portion of the Scriptures 
was read (in Zulu, of which Ndebele is a dialect) and 
hymns sung. They love music; that in itself was an 
attraction. Sometimes there would only be our helpful 
nearest neighbor, Mapita and his family. Gradually more 
came, but until the opening of our school, not more than 
25 congregated at one time. 
Oh yes, school. When did you begin? 
We had told the people that as soon as the goods could 
be moved from the tent into the huts we were building, that 
we would start school. Both large and small were ex-
ceedingly eager to learn, or at least they thought so. 
Writing was like magic, for us to put down some marks on 
paper and from them to speak their names the second time 
they came was little less than witchcraft. 
School opened October 11 that first year with 12 bright-
looking boys and girls sitting on the floor of the 16' x 16' 
tent. The teacher who had often stood before a far larger 
and more widely-experienced school group trembled! Her 
special prayer that morning was that as the children 
learned to read the Word, the Light might enter their 
hearts. By the end of the month there were 40, and Sister 
Alice Heise and I were kept busy during school teaching 
them to sew as well as to read and write. 
How did you supply your "table in the wilderness?" 
Our living at the time was of the simplest. Nearly all 
kinds of eatables could be procured in Bulawayo, but they 
to page eleven 
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"DECENTLY the church in Tokyo 
^experienced her first death, in the 
calling away of our 47-year-old 
deacon. Since this was my first ex-
perience in working so closely with the 
deeply-rooted Japanese customs and 
concepts concerning death, I moved 
slowly, studied extensively and learned 
abundantly. 
Even in death, the faithfulness of 
Jesus and the comforting power of the 
Holy Spirit were evident from the 
beginning to the end of this trying 
experience. All of us in the church 
were amazed at the steadiness, 
courage, and strong Christian witness 
which the widow gave before all of her 
many Buddhis t re la t ives and 
neighbors. When pressured to observe 
such Japanese customs as burning 
incense, drinking osake, and praying 
to the deceased, Mrs. Omata always 
told the relatives that she is a born-
10 
again Christian, that this was to be a 
Christian funeral, and she would not 
compromise and bow under pressure 
to Japanese Buddhistic traditions. 
Japanese companies have much in-
fluence in the planning of the funeral 
details and in the final arrangements. 
Even before Mrs. Matoba (our Chris-
tian worker) and I arrived at the 
home, on the day of the death, five 
company representatives had already 
arrived and had started making the 
necessary arrangements. Someone 
from the company sat with the family 
all day during those several days of 
bereavement. At the funeral, the com-
pany chief, not the minister, gave the 
obituary, with about 80 fellow 
employees attending. 
One would never attend a funeral in 
Japan without bringing along his 
special envelope containing about 
1,000-3,000 yen ($5-12), which is a gift 
to the family — usually used toward 
the expenses of the funeral. Then 
about two weeks later the family must 
give return presents, usually an item 
worth about half the value of the 
monetary gift received, in the form of 
sheets, sugar, towels, dishes, etc. 
The Buddhist priest (or Christian 
minister) does all the necessary plan-
ning and the making of funeral 
arrangements, rather than a funeral 
director (as in the States). To do this 
properly is a full-time job for three 
days, but is considered a very 
necessary service for the family and 
community. 
Not just one service (the funeral 
service) but three or four different 
services are held at the occasion of 
death. On the day of death, we held an 
evening prayer meeting in the home 
for the purpose of comforting the 
family and relatives. The following 
day, a brief service was conducted as 
the family placed the body into the 
coffin, in exactly the same state in 
which the person died. That same 
evening (one day after death) the 
formal viewing was held in the home, 
The small bones which remain after cremation 
are carefully placed, one by one, into a special 
container by the family members. 
which consisted of a one-hour 
evangelistic meeting, concluding with 
a viewing of the body by the family, 
friends, company and church members 
who attended. The following day was 
the formal funeral, attended by over 
120 people. Then we journeyed to the 
crematory where committal services 
were held, much like we do at the 
graveside in the States. 
Because of the scarcity of land, and 
the Japanese belief that cremation is 
more sanitary than western-style 
burial, the body is placed inside a large 
gas oven and within an hour, the 
burning process is completed. The 
ashes which remain are claimed by the 
family — with family members 
carefully placed by family members 
into a special metal container, about 6 
inches in diameter and 9 inches high. 
The container is sealed and taken by 
the family either to their home or to be 
buried in the family burial plot, about 
six inches below the burial stone. 
(Cover photo) On the day of death, a prayer 
meeting was held in the home to comfort family 
and relatives. 
Mrs. Omata, center, with her family. 
— V"10* 
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from page five 
of men be transformed by true repentance and humility. 
Any problems of a "social" or "political" nature also 
involve a "personal" dimension, and demand that men be 
changed from within — our values, our life-style, our 
relationships to others, our social and political attitudes 
and activities, our relationship to the State, our motives 
for our vocation — all these, and more, must be brought 
under the lordship of Jesus Christ. This change, through 
Christ, takes hold in a man's heart and grasps him forever. 
His love revolutionizes our lives; and if set free, it can 
revolutionize the world. 
Our faith in Jesus Christ must be the witness of our 
lives. We must offer to the world a vision for its future 
built on the promise of God's Kingdom. But we must also 
have the inner spiritual resources necessary to bring such a 
vision into being. So we must root ourselves in prayer if we 
are to know God's will for our world, and have the 
strength to follow His direction. 
Lastly, we have the witness of our individual personal 
lives. We have the corporate witness as the body of 
believers known as the church. But we must offer the world 
a vision of its future built upon God's promised kingdom. 
To do so, we must have the spiritual resources from within 
our individual personal lives. We cannot give out more 
than what we possess. And this comes through prayer. It 
comes through reading and studying the Scriptures. It 
comes through sharing one's faith and love and sharing 
and demonstrating one's faith by works. By works, the 
Lord said, the world will know that you are my disciples. 
By the catechism you recite, by the church you belong to? 
No. The world will know that you are my disciples by the 
way that you love one another. We have to have this inner 
vitality, this dynamic from within that body of believers — 
a love for one another that reaches not only to the heart of 
each other but to the needs of each other. Then out of that, 
a dynamic Spirit spreads and infects the world, and the 
community about us. 
Today we need that kind of individual, and that kind of 
church, a confessing church, a body of people who confess 
Jesus as Lord and are prepared to live by their confession. 
Individual lives lived under the lordship of Jesus Christ at 
this point in our history may well be at odds with values of 
our society, and at odds with the abuses of political power 
and with the cultural conformity of our church. We need 
those who seek to honor the claims of their discipleship. 
We must continually be transformed by Jesus Christ. So 
let us be Christ's messengers of reconciliation and peace, 
giving our lives over to the power of His love. Then we can 
soothe the wounds of war and renew the face of the earth 
and all mankind. 
We have been living through days that try the soul of the 
nation and test the resiliency of our Republic. We have all 
been troubled by revelations growing out of the Watergate 
Affair. 
All of us who hold positions of leadership, whether in 
the political, the economic or the religious spheres of life, 
must think through the meaning of the tragic affairs that 
have afflicted the highest leadership of our nation. 
However, we would always rather hide our wounds than 
heal them. 
It is always more comfortable to believe in the symbols 
of righteousness than to acknowledge the reality of evil. 
In our national political life, this is especially true. 
President Abraham Lincoln had a profound sense of the 
sovereignty of God. He knew how the nation stood 
accountable to God's judgment. In the midst of the Civil 
War, the U.S. Senate requested President Lincoln to set 
aside a day for national prayer and humiliation. That 
might be a very appropriate action for the U.S. Senate to 
take today. 
On April 30, 1863, three months after the Emancipation 
Proclamation, and three months before the battle of 
Gettysburg, President Lincoln composed a Proclamation 
for a Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer. 
"Whereas, it is the duty of nations, as well as of men, to owe 
their dependence upon the overruling power of God, to confess 
their sins and transgressions, in humble sorrow, yet with assured 
hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon, and 
to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures 
and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed 
whose God is the Lord . . . And, inasmuch as we know that . . . 
We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. 
We have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperi-
ty. We have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no other 
nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have 
forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and 
multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly 
imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these 
blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of 
our own. intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too 
self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving 
grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us. 
"It behooves us, then to humble ourselves before the offended 
Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and 
forgiveness." 
Rebuilding the inner strength of our nation today 
requires the same of us, in each of our hearts. 
H. FRANCES DAVIDSON 
from page nine 
were very expensive and there was no way of bringing them 
out those 30 miles except by carriers or by trusting to the 
friendly assistance of white traders at Fort Usher, ten 
miles away. Sometimes it fell to Elder Engle's lot to walk 
the 30 miles to Bulawayo in order to purchase supplies. 
But unlike many other missionaries, we could get wheat 
flour for bread. At times we could get scanty supplies of 
corn, sweet potatoes, pumpkins and peanuts from the 
Africans, but as we have already said, food was then scarce 
with them. 
Over the years our missions in Africa have been com-
mended by government school inspectors for their gardens. 
When did you start a garden? 
Elder Engle, alive to the value of the soil and the need of 
wholesome food, at once secured fruit trees and set them 
out, including a number of orange trees. He also bought a 
small plow and with the two donkeys broke land and 
planted vegetables. Mapita, our neighbor, could always be 
depended upon in work, and Brother Engle greatly 
appreciated his assistance. 
Building, farming, teaching — these are mission work 
too? 
Did not the Great Missionary — I say it in all reverence 
— take an apprenticeship in the carpenter's shop where He 
"increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God 
and man"? Did not the Apostle Paul, undoubtedly the 
greatest of His followers, unite tent-making with his 
missionary work? To preach Christ and lift Him up that 
others may see and accept Him is undoubtedly the central 
thought of the Great Commission. The ways of exalting 
Him, however, are so many and so various. 
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National Seminar on 
Church and Home 
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION SEMINAR 
October 1 -3 , 1973 
Hilton Hotel 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
Join America's leading Christian educators as 
they discuss the church's ministry to 
families. Authoritative speakers . . . listening 
teams . . . displays . . . special-interest 
interaction groups will help you gain insights 
and practical help that can revolutionize 
your church's Sunday school and Christian 
education ministry. 
Conference leaders include: DR. JAMES 
ENGEL, Director of Communications 
Research, Wheaton Graduate School-DR. 
PAUL WARNER, Staff Psychiatrist, Central 
Minnesota Mental Health Center-DR., MRS. 
ROBERT SMITH, Bethel College 
and Seminary-DR. KENNETH GANGEL, 
Director of School of Christian Education, 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. 
For details of this significant conference and 
how you can participate, write to . . . 
NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Box 398 Winona Lake, Ind. 46590 
\X7TLL THE American family sur-
vive? If so, in what form? Does 
today's family meet the fundamental 
needs of its members for security, 
fulfillment, spiritual nurture, love? Is 
your church contributing to the 
family's health, or to its breakdown? 
What will tomorrow's family be like? 
How can your church serve the needs 
of its families? 
Amer ica ' s leading Chris t ian 
educators will face these and similar 
questions at NSSA's National Chris-
tian Education Seminar at the St. Paul 
(Minnesota) Hilton Hotel on October 
1-3, 1973. Theme of the seminar is 
"The Church Serving Family Needs." 
"We've planned a program that will 
appeal to everyone concerned about 
the church's ministry to the family and 
home," says Mr. Wil Frykman, Presi-
dent of the National Sunday School 
Association. "Denominational Chris-
tian education leaders, professors, 
publishers' representatives, directors 
of Christian education, pastors, 
regional Sunday school leaders, local 
superintendents and other interested in 
the future of Christian education will 
attend the conference." 
The Seminar program will feature a 
unique combinat ion of " i npu t 
speakers" — national authorities in 
their fields — and small-group interac-
tion. Speakers already scheduled for 
the Seminar program include: 
Dr. James Engel, Director of Com-
munications Research, Wheaton 
Graduate School. 
Dr. Paul Warner, Staff Psychiatrist, 
Central Minnesota Mental Health 
Center. 
Dr. and Mrs. W. Robert Smith, 
Bethel Theological Seminary. 
Dr. Kenneth Gangel, Director of the 
School of Christian Education, Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School. 
Dr. Engel will open the Seminar on 
Monday noon with the keynote 
luncheon address. He will also speak 
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, 
focusing the thoughts of the Seminar 
participants on coming developments 
in American society. 
Dr. Warner will address the 
Seminar on Tuesday and Wednesday 
afternoons, dealing with the church's 
role in s t r eng then ing family 
relationships. 
The biblical pattern for church and 
home relationships will be discussed 
by Dr. Smith in a four-part series on 
Monday evening, Tuesday morning 
and evening, and Wednesday morning. 
Mrs. Smith will lead special sessions 
with the wives of Christian education 
leaders. 
Dr. Gangel, author of the book The 
Family First (HIS International Ser-
vices), will close the Seminar with a 
s p e c i a l b a n q u e t a d d r e s s on 
Wednesday evening. The banquet will 
also mark the opening of the 1973 
Minnesota Sunday School Conven-
tion, which will continue in the Hilton 
facilities through Saturday, October 6. 
The Seminar program includes 
frequent opportunities for small-group 
interaction and discussion. 
"The stability of the American 
family has become a subject of great 
concern to leaders in every area of 
society," says NNSA President 
Frykman. "Thoughtful spokesmen 
from the religious, educational, 
governmental and other fields are 
speaking more and more of the ap-
parent disintegration of home life." 
"We believe that the church can do 
much to heal the ills of the American 
family. And we believe that this 
Seminar, drawing together nearly 
1,000 key leaders of the evangeli-
cal church's Christian education min-
istry, can do much to stimulate and 
give direction to the church's minis-
try to the family and home." 
Additional information about the 
Seminar program and registration 
details are available from the National 
Sunday School Association, sponsors 
of the event. Inquiries should be sent 
to NSSA, Box 398, Winona Lake, 
Indiana 46590. 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
Total group of quizzers 
1973 champs: Palmyra Team — Atlantic Con-
ference 
Port Colborne Team — Canadian Conference 
Runners-up: Mount Rock Team — Allegheny 
Conference 
Nappanee Team — Central Conference 
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1974 Quiz 
Book: ACTS 
Finals will be held at General Con-
ference, June 30-July 4, 1974, at 
Niagara Christian College, Canada. 
Four conferences were represented 
in the General Conference Bible Quiz 
Finals. The teams representing their 
conference were Mount Rock — 
Allegheny; Palmyra — Atlantic; Port 
Colborne — Canada; and Nappanee 
— Central. 
The winning team was the Palmyra 
Quiz team. They were undefeated in 
the finals. Mount Rock placed second. 
Rev. Roger Witter again served as 
General Conference Quizmaster. His 
capable leadership helped to make the 
Finals a time of fun and fellowship as 
well as a time of competition. 
Since there was no General 
Conference this year the Finals were 
held at the "Jesus Revolution" — a 
youth conference at Messiah College 
sponsored by the Allegheny and 
Atlantic youth councils. 
Approximately 250 young people 
attended the youth conference. Jimmy 
DiRaddo was the featured speaker. 
Several members of the Athletes in 
Action wrestling team, along with 
their coach, Neil Turner, gave 
demonstrations and shared in "rap" 
sessions with the youth attending the 
conference. 
The summer music groups from 
Messiah College, with Ron Long, 
shared in musical presentations and 
held a music clinic. They also 
presented a memorable "three-ring 
circus" featuring clowns and magic. 
At the Sunday evening awards 
banquet the winning teams were 
awarded their trophies. Dr. D. Ray 
Hostetter, President of Messiah 
College, awarded scholarships to 
members of the Palmyra Quiz team 
and to the top quizzers of the other 
conferences. Each of the quizzers 




Bible Land Study Available 
Messiah College recently became a 
member of the Associated Schools of the 
American Institute of Holy Land Studies. 
This membership opens the way for 
students and faculty to study in Israel in an 
evangelical Christian context. 
The American Institute of Holy Land 
Studies offers course work during the fall 
and spring terms, a January term, and a 
summer term. The headquarters of the 
Institute is in Jerusalem. 
Of immediate interest is the 1974 
January Interim Program, a three-hour 
course running January 3-23, 1974. The 
course, Historical Geography, includes 12 
days spent in field trips throughout Israel. 
The cost for the January term, in-
cluding, room, board, tuition and field 
trips is $391 plus cost for the flight to and 
from Israel. Anyone interested in taking 
this course should contact Dr. Martin 
Schrag at Messiah College. 
Youth Leadership Course Offered 
"Youth Ministries," a three-credit 
course in communicating with youth and 
in youth programming, will be offered at 
Messiah College in the fall semester. 
Meeting on Thursday evenings, the 
course will be taught by Frank Chivalette, 
director of Susquehanna Valley Youth for 
Christ. 
The course is open to pastors and youth 
leaders on a credit or noncredit basis. 
Inquiries may be directed to Paul L. 
Snyder, Director of Admissions. 
Missions 
David and Florence Carlson and Karen, 
arrived in the States June 20. They are on a 
three-month furlough from Trans World 
Radio, Monte Carlo. 
Earl Musser, Director of Missions 
Overseas, left July 18 for Tokyo, beginning 
an administrative visit to Japan, India and 
Africa. He is being accompanied by Dr. 
Kenneth B. Hoover, Chairman of the 
Board for Missions and the designated 
representative of the Board to the 75th 
Anniversary celebration in Africa. They 
will also be sharing in the 20th Anniver-
sary celebrations in Japan. 
Erma Lehman and Nancy Kreider end 
their furlough July 30 as they return to 
Africa — Erma to a time of study at 
Ranche House (Salisbury) and Nancy to 
Matopo Mission, Rhodesia. 
David and Doris Barr (Mowersville con-
gregation) leave August 3 to begin a three-
year VS term at Choma Secondary 
School, Zambia. 
Frank and Pat Kipe return to duties of 
Bishop and wife of the Zambian church as 
they leave August 8. Their son Ray leaves 
for Africa August 15. 
14 
Luke and Martha Keefer conclude their 
furlough August 16. They will return to 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute, where Brother 
Keefer is principal. 
Roy and Esther Mann return to Africa 
after a holiday in the States. By invitation 
of the African church they have been 
assigned to Phumula Mission, Rhodesia. 
Conference News 
ALLEGHENY 
The Iron Springs congregation reports 
DVBS held June 11-15 with average atten-
dance of 93. The offering of $350 went 
toward the purchase of a Volkswagen bus. 
Rev. Amos L. Kipe is the pastor. 
The young people of the Montgomery 
congregation held an African supper on 
Saturday, July 14, at the Doyle Helfrick 
home. Mrs. Frank Kipe was the chef. A 
musical presentation was given by the 
Vernon Stockslager family on Sunday, 
July 29. The pastor at Montgomery is Rev. 
Paul Hess. 
The South Mountain congregation 
received thirteen persons into church 
membership on Sunday, July 8. On July 1, 
two were baptized. The pastor is Rev. 
Hubert L. Stern. 
Hollowell Dedicates 
Education Facility 
Four former pastors shared in the 
dedicatory service of the $150,000 Chris-
tian Education building of the Hollowell 
Church. Rev. Eber Dourte, pastor from 
1943-1957; Rev. Ray Brubaker, pastor 
from 1957-1960; Rev. Marlin Ressler, 
pastor from 1960-1965; and Rev. P. W. 
McBeth, pastor from 1969-1972; and Rev. 
C. B. Byers, formerly bishop of the 
Allegheny Conference, all shared in the 
services which began Wednesday evening, 
June 20, culminating in the Dedication 
Service'on Sunday afternoon, June 24. 
The final service was held on Sunday 
evening which included a reception in 
honor of Rev. P. W. McBeth who served 
as Building Committee Chairman and also 
as of former pastor. 
ATLANTIC 
The Cross Roads congregation had Mrs. 
Martha Reapsome for special guest speak-
er on Sunday evening, August 5. Mrs! 
Reapsome presented the ministry of 
Neighborhood Bible Studies. Rev. Roy J. 
Peterman is the pastor. 
The Manor congregation viewed the 
film, "So Long Joey," on Sunday evening, 
July 22. Bishop Frank Kipe, of the Zambia 
Church in Africa was the guest speaker on 
Wednesday evening, July 18. The pastor is 
Rev. Henry Hostetter. 
Maytown VBS Raises over 
$600 for Missions 
A Vacation Bible School sponsored by 
the Maytown Church had an average 
attendance of 122 and total offering of 
$827.59. 
A highlight of the final program was a 
presentation of $607.73 to Earl Musser, 
Director of Missions, for uses in church 
construction in Africa. The balance of the 
offering was used for the cost of the Bible 
School. Clair Hoffman, director of the 
school is shown presenting the check to 
Earl Musser. 
MIDWEST 
The Dallas Center congregation recently 
had an evening of music when the Cutforth 
Family Singers of Denver, Colorado, 
presented gospel singing. A carry-in 
supper preceded the program. On Sunday 
evening, July 8, the service consisted of a 
"Question Box." The pastor is Rev. 
Millard Haldeman. 
The WMPC of the Zion congregation 
was in charge of the midweek service on 
Tuesday, July 17. They had as their guests, 
the David Carlsons, missionaries with 
Trans World Radio in Monte Carlo. Rev. 
John Hawbaker is the pastor. 
PACIFIC 
The High School Class of the Ontario 
congregation was in charge of the morning 
worship service on Sunday, July 1. The 
pastor is Rev. Aaron Stern. 
From June 30 to July 6 a team of six 
young persons from the Upland congrega-
tion offered their energies to the Labish 
Village Brethren in Christ Church. Carolyn 
Stubblefield, Clark Heise, Gordon Frost, 
Kelsey Butterbaugh, and Fred and Carol 
Fowler, youth directors at Upland, taught 
a Bible School, painted a home in the 
community, cleared the brush from an 
Evangelical Visitor 
empty lot to "create" a park, and took 
community surveys to assist in outreach at 
Labish. Rev. Elbert N. Smith is pastor at 
Upland. 
Labish Village Dedicates 
Basketball Court 
On July 1 the Labish Village congrega-
tion gathered to dedicate a 40' by 70' 
" c o m b i n a t i o n " court (basketbal l , 
volleyball, tennis, and tetherball) to the 
service of Christ. 
The dedication service was the culmina-
tion of three years of dreaming and 
working. Stirred by the continuing sight of 
children playing in the streets and older 
youth with "nothing to do," the small 
group at Labish began to dream of 
meeting this need. When Rev. John Fries, 
then attending Western Evangelical 
Seminary in Portland, surveyed the plot of 
land behind the church, the dream became 
a plan — and the project was begun. In the 
evenings, on weekends and holidays — 
whenever time was available — the men 
and boys of the congregation worked. The 
ground was leveled and "fill" brought in. 
The retaining walls, foundation, and final-
ly the concrete for the court itself was 
poured. A 12' chain-link fence was raised. 
The poles and basketball goals were 
welded and erected; the lines painted. And 
at last the court was finished. The dream 
had become reality — and the children and 
teenagers, for the first time, had a good 
place to play. 
At the dedication service the congrega-
tion listened as George Williams, a 
deacon, and Mike Frey, a voluntary ser-
vice worker, recounted their experiences in 
the building. Fred Fowler, Youth Pastor 
at Upland, brought greetings from the 
Upland congregation. Pastor Art W. 
The new combination basketball-volleyball-
tetherball-tennis court at the Labish Village 
Brethren in Christ Church. (Photo by Oregon 
Statesman) 
Cooper in his remarks noted that the court 
cost $1,800. Warren Hoffman brought the 
dedication address, commending the con-
gregation to an even greater building proj-
ect — building boys and girls, men and 
women. Pastor Cooper conducted the 
ceremony of dedication. Rev. John Fries 
offered the dedicatory prayer. 
BIRTHS 
Bare: Ronald Dean, born July 6 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Bare, Fairland congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Broadwater: Joyce Ann, born June 26 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wiliard Broadwater, Five 
Forks congregation, Pa. 
Gloss: Patricia Ann, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Gloss, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hollinger: Christine Ann, born May 20 
to Mr. and Mrs. William Hollinger, Lan-
caster congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Darin Eugene, born June 22 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Martin, Lancaster 
congregation, Pa. 
Sider: John Alexander, born June 30 to 
Mr. and Mrs. John Sider, Grantham 
congregation, Pa. 
Spickler: Anthony James, born June 13 
to Mr. and Mrs. James Spickler, Maytown 
congregation, Pa. 
Weakland: Scott Matthew, born July 4 
to Mr. and Mrs. Scott Weakland, 
Grantham congregation, Pa. 
WEDDINGS 
Byer-Hamilton: Celia Diane, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold McPherson, 
Kan., and Leslie Keith, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Byer, Hiawatha, Kan., June 9 in the 
McPherson First United Methodist 
Church, with Rev. Bruce L. Kline 
officiating. 
Clugston-Brownsberger: Sarah S., 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Monroe A. 
Brownsberger, Mount Joy, Pa., and 
George A., son of Mr. and Mrs. Emory 
Clugston, Elizabethtown, Pa., June 16 in 
the Conoy Church with Rev. Allon B. 
Dourte and Rev. Allen Sollenberger 
officiating. 
Edye-Halbleib: Linda D., daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Halbleib, Sr., 
Elizabethtown, Pa., and John Edye, June 9 
in the Conoy Church with Rev. Allon B. 
Dourte officiating. 
Engle-Bomgardner: Ann Louise, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. 
Bomgardner, and Eugene K. Engle, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Engle, both of 
Palmyra, Pa., June 30 in the Palmyra First 
United Methodist Church with Rev. 
Leonard Chester officiating. 
Pahl-Schrag: Rosella, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dan B. Schrag, Hutchinson, 
Kan., and Don, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard Pahl, Creighton, Neb., June 8 in 
the Pretty Prairie Mennonite Church with 
Rev. Peter Voran and Rev. James Miller 
officiating. Don Pahl is pastor of Pleasant 
Hill congregation, Kan. 
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Swingholm-Williams: Faith Marie, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Williams, Cleona, Pa., and Terrance Lee, 
son of Mr. and Mrs . Char les G. 
Swingholm, Schaefferstown, Pa., July 7 in 
the Fairland Church with Rev. John 
Yeatts officiating. 
Zimmer-Nigosian: Prudence, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ara John Nigosian, and 
Lyle Zimmer, July 28 in the Colorado 
Springs First Wesleyan Church. 
OBITUARIES 
Alleman: Mrs. Daisy Hoke Alleman, 83, 
Manheim, Pa., died June 9, 1973, in the 
Lancaster General Hospital. She was the 
daughter of Maria C. Hoke and the widow 
of John S. Alleman. She is survived by one 
son, Leon H.; one grandchild; three great-
grandchildren; and one stepsister. She was 
a member of the Manheim Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral service was 
held in the Keech Funeral Home, 
Manheim, with Rev. Isaac S. Kanode 
officiating. Interment was in the Hernley 
Mennonite Cemetery. 
Keller: Katie M. Keller, born Oct. 2, 
1879, near Washington Boro, Pa., died 
near Dallas Center, Iowa, June 30, 1973. 
She was the daughter of John and Mary 
Musser Schock. On Dec. 22, 1910, she was 
married to John M. Keller who preceded 
her in death on Feb. 23, 1973. She is 
survived by one son: Jacob; three 
daughters: Naomi Rosenberger, Ruth, and 
Katie Mae Nichols. Also surviving are 
twelve g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; six g rea t -
grandchildren; five sisters; and two 
brothers. One son preceded her in death. 
She accepted Christ at an early age and 
united with the Old Order River Brethren 
Church. The funeral service was held in the 
Dallas Center Church with Bishop Chris-
tian Bricker, Rev. Reuben Myers, and 
Rev. Stanley Funk officiating. Interment 
was in the Brethren Cemetery. 
Schrock: Alice Schrock, born April 9, 
1930, in Pierceton, Ind., died in the 
Dunlay's Memorial Hospital, Orrville, 
Ohio, on May 24, 1973. She was the 
daughter of Esther Hostetler and step-
daughter of Jonas Hostetler. She is sur-
vived by her mother. She was a member of 
the Pleasant View Mennonite Church, 
Ohio, where the funeral was held, 
officiated by Bishop Elmer Yoder and 
Edwin Bontrager. 
Whitesel: Alfred U. Whitesel, born Jan. 
19, 1919, in Juniata Co., Pa., died May 21, 
1973, in the Lewistown Hospital. He was 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley B. 
Whitesel who survive. In 1946 he was 
married to Mildred Hann. In addition to 
his wife he is survived by one son, David; 
three daughters: Mrs. Daryle M. Crider, 
Anita, and Leona. He was converted at an 
early age and was a member of the 
Ferguson Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church where he served as deacon for 26 
years, Sunday school superintendent, and 
church treasurer. The funeral was held in 
the Ferguson Valley Church with Rev. 




Where Did All the Time Go? 
D! |OES IT seem to you that we are busier than ever, even though the average work week gets shorter and there 
are more labor saving devices available than ever before? 
We had better watch how we spend our time because it is 
the most precious commodity we have. Money can be 
replaced or re-earned. Friends can be re-made or made 
new. Homes can be re-built, but when time is gone it can 
never be replaced. No more is available for what is lost. 
God's wisdom and guidance are needed so that we can use 
our time to its best advantage. 
This year, in seeking counselors and staff personnel for 
Kenbrook (Kenbrook Bible Camp Inc.), we found it very 
difficult to locate people who had even one week to give, 
for what we believe is one of the best opportunities to 
introduce boys and girls to Jesus Christ, and to lead them, 
by example, into a deep and sincere commitment to Him. 
It was not just a problem for Kenbrook. Several other 
church-related camps in Eastern Pennsylvania had the 
same difficulty. 
More and more Daily Vacation Bible Schools are being 
run for only a five day period and in some cases are run as 
a joint venture with several churches because it is not 
possible to get enough teachers from one church to teach a 
two-week school. The spirit of co-operation may be a good 
idea, so far as getting the best teachers and using the 
church facilities to best advantage, but somehow the good 
reasons don't quite seem to be the real story. Often it is, 
"We will have to take what is available or we won't have 
any Bible school at all." 
Many nominations for teaching and administrative 
positions are answered by, "Well, I'd like to do it, but I 
just don't have the time that I would need to do a good 
job." Since we want a "good job" we accept these 
statements and look for someone else to do the job. 
Revival and evangelistic services, instead of three or four 
weeks are scheduled for one week or two week-ends with 
the hope that we have picked the right ones and the people 
will come. Some churches have cut out these meetings 
entirely, along with mid-week prayer services and Sunday 
evening worship hours. In fact, some of the members 
arrive a few minutes after the morning service has started. 
They begin watching the clock ten minutes before the 
service is scheduled to end and are gone three minutes after 
the service is dismissed. 
Family devotions are almost as rare as the Bald Eagle 
and both have played important roles in the history of our 
nation. Many folks can't seem to find the time for personal 
devotions in their busy schedules. Since we eat in shifts or 
on the run, there is not even time for family singing and 
grace at the table. 
Now how do you suppose grandpa milked sixteen 
cows by hand, fed the pigs, chickens, steers, and horses, 
hitched up the buggy, while grandma cooked supper on the 
wood stove, washed clothing and children with water 
heated on the same stove, did the dishes by hand, and they 
all drove in that buggy 45 minutes 21 nights straight for 
revival services and every Sunday that year for a long 
Sunday service? We get off from work at 5:00 p.m., go 
home to a supper of prepared foods and get all fancied up 
in the two-and-a-half bathrooms of our modern homes 
while the dishwasher does the dishes, and we still don't 
have time to make more than half the services at church. I 
must confess that I don't know how we got so busy, but I 
do know that when we are too busy to fit God, God's 
activities, and fellowship with God's people into our 
schedule, we are TOO BUSY. 
Stewardship does not just deal with money. We are 
stewards of the time that God has given us. We must give 
an account of how we spend it. When we give that account 
will He say, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant, 
thou hast been faithful over a few years . . ."? Do we have 
time to take inventory and to work at balancing the books 
in His favor? Well, take the time, for time is short. 
—Earl E. Herr 
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